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DETAILED ACTION 



Applicant is advised that should claims 1-14 be found allowable, claims 
15-28 will be objected to under 37 CFR 1.75 as being a substantial duplicates 
thereof, respectively. When two claims in an application are duplicates or else 
are so close in content that they both cover the same thing, despite a slight 
difference in wording, it is proper after allowing one claim to object to the other 
as being a substantial duplicate of the allowed claim. See MPEP § 706.03(k). 

Claim Objections 

Claims 6 and 20 are objected to because of the following informalities: It 
is believed that the word "regards" should be in singular form ("regard") relative 
to the surrounding sentence structure. Appropriate correction is required. 

Specification 

The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent 
basis for the claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP 
§ 608.0 l(o). Correction of the following is required: The specification does not 
provide proper antecedent basis for the following claimed subject matter: 

Claims 9 and 23: "allowing up to three inches in width, five inches in 
length and three inches in height for an individual nail object to be cut out of 
the manufactured nail blank, thus changing the parameters of the 
manufactured nail blank to allow for such an object to be successfully removed 
from it without damaging the nail objects characteristics or intruding upon any 
other number of individual nail objects to be removed from the manufactured 
nail blank." 

Claims 1 1 and 25: "any combination of these molding methods" 
Claims 13 and 27: material "of the same type but may be distinguished 
by color, chemical properties, characteristics or other distinguishing factors" 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and 
distinctly claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1, 3, 5-9, 13, 15, 17, 19-23, 27 are rejected as failing to define 
the invention in the manner required by 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph. 

The claim(s) are narrative in form and replete with indefinite and 
functional or operational language. The steps which go to make up the process 
must be clearly and positively specified. The process must be organized and 
correlated in such a manner as to present a operative method. The claim(s) 
must be in one sentence form only. Note the format of the claims in the 
patent(s) cited. 

Specifically, the claims are indefinite and unclear in the following ways: 

Claims 1 and 15: The claims contain the phrase "when applicable". It is 
unclear whether applicant intends to claim the material following the above 
phrase as part of his invention. For purposes of examination, it will be 
interpreted that the phrase following "when applicable" is not required to be a 
step of the claimed method. 

Claims 3 and 17: The claims contain two sentences. Note that claim(s) 
must be in one sentence form only. It is unclear whether applicant intends to 
claim the subject matter in the second sentence as part of his invention. For 
purposes of examination, it will be interpreted that subject matter in the 
second sentence is not required as part of the claimed invention. 

Claims 5 and 19: The claims contain the phrase "a mold design 
that... appears to allow for the nail blank to permit a nail object to be cut...". It 
is unclear whether applicant intends to claim a mold design that allows for the 
nail blank to permit a nail object to be cut as part of his invention. For 
purposes of examination, it will be interpreted that applicant intends to claim a 
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mold design that allows for the nail blank to permit a nail object to be cut as 
part of his invention. However, it is noted that the above limitation is listed in 
the alternative with another mold limitation, so the above limitation is still not 
necessarily required as part of applicant's invention. 

Claims 6 and 20: The claims contain the phrase "the artistic 
enhancement may include... ". It is unclear whether applicant intends to limit 
the claim to the material following the above phrase. For purposes of 
examination, it will be interpreted that the claim is not necessarily limited to 
the material following "may include". Furthermore, there is no antecedent 
basis for the terms "the nail free-edge" or "the smile line" in lines 3-4 of each 
claim. 

Claims 7 and 2 1 : The claims contain the phrase "wherein one consistent 
color or raw material type includes a mold that is large enough...". It is unclear 
how one consistent color or raw material type can include a mold. For 
purposes of examination, it will be interpreted that applicant intends for these 
claims to describe mold limitations and not necessarily color or material type 
details. 

Claims 8 and 22: The claims contain two sentences. Note that claim(s) 
must be in one sentence form only. It is unclear whether applicant intends to 
claim the subject matter in the second sentence as part of his invention. For 
purposes of examination, it will be interpreted that subject matter in the 
second sentence is not required as part of the claimed invention. 

Claims 9 and 23: The claims contain the phrase "thus changing the 
parameters of the manufactured nail blank to allow for such an object to be 
successfully removed...". It is unclear whether changing the parameters of the 
manufacture nail blank is a positively-claimed step of applicant's invention. 
For purposes of examination, it will be interpreted that this element is not 
necessarily required as part of the claimed invention. 
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Regarding Claims 13 and 27: The claims contain the phrase "material of 
the same type but may be distinguished by color, chemical properties, 
characteristics, or other distinguishing factors...". It is unclear whether 
applicant intends to limit the claim to the factors listed. For purposes of 
examination, it will be interpreted that the claim is not necessarily limited to 
the listed factors. Further, the phrase "other distinguishing factors" is unclear 
because there are practically an infinite amount of "other distinguishing 
factors". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in 
this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or 
in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for 
patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Chang (U.S. Patent 5,944,027). Regarding Claims 1 and 15, Chang shows that 
it is known to carry out a method to manufacture an artificial nail blank 
(Abstract) comprising choosing a desired raw material blank type to 
manufacture (Column 5, lines 35-49); and determining the mold to utilize in 
the creation of the desired blank (Column 5, lines 53-61); and injecting the raw 
material into the mold (Column 5, lines 63-67); and injecting multiple raw 
materials into separate molds and fusing the separate mold results together to 
form one nail blank (Column 6, lines 1-19). 

Regarding Claims 2 and 16, Chang shows the process as claimed as 
discussed in the rejection of Claim 1 above, including a method wherein 
choosing a desired raw material includes raw materials comprising plastic 
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where the plastics may be thermoplastic resin or thermoset types (Column 5, 
lines 35-49). 

Regarding Claims 3 and 17, Chang shows the process as claimed as 
discussed in the rejection of Claim 2 above, including a method wherein 
choosing a desired raw material includes the ability to choose any color or 
combination of colors (Column 5, lines 41-49). 

Regarding Claims 4 and 18, Chang shows the process as claimed as 
discussed in the rejection of Claim 1 above, including a method wherein 
determining the mold to use includes determining if the nail blank will have an 
artistic enhancement or be all of one consistent color or raw material type 
(Column 5, lines 50-67; Column 6, lines 31-49). 

Regarding Claim 5 and 19, Chang shows the process as claimed as 
discussed in the rejection of Claim 4 above, including a method wherein an 
artistic enhancement includes a mold design that conforms to the curvature of 
the nail tip (Figures 4-5). 

Regarding Claims 6 and 20, Chang shows the process as claimed as 
discussed in the rejection of Claim 4 above, including a method wherein the 
artistic enhancement may include customized or personalized designs with 
regard to the curve of the tip of the nail along the nail smile line (Column 5, 
lines 6-23; Column 6, lines 31-48). 

Regarding Claims 7 and 21, Chang shows the process as claimed as 
discussed in the rejection of Claim 4 above, including a method wherein one 
consistent color or raw material type includes a mold that is large enough to 
cut out an artificial nail object consisting of the entire color or raw material 
type (Column 5, lines 50-67; Column 6, lines 1-30). 

Regarding Claims 8 and 22, Chang shows the process as claimed as 
discussed in the rejection of Claim 1 above, including a method wherein 
determining the mold to use includes a decision regarding how many nail 
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objects will be cut out of the manufactured nail blank (Figures 4-5; Colum,n 5, 
lines 50-67; Chang shows a decision to make one nail object.). 

Regarding Claims 9 and 23, Chang shows the process as claimed as 
discussed in the rejection of Claim 1 above, including a method wherein 
determining the mold to use includes using parameters of the manufactured 
nail blank to allow for such an object to be successfully removed from it 
without damaging the nail objects characteristics or intruding upon any other 
number of individual nail objects to be removed from the manufactured nail 
blank (Column 5, lines 50-67; Column 6, lines 1-30; It is noted that the 
specific dimensions cited for the mold do not appear to have any stepwise affect 
on the process.). 

Regarding Claims 10 and 24, Chang shows the process as claimed as 
discussed in the rejection of Claim 1 above, including a method wherein 
injecting the raw material into the mold includes applying force to the raw 
material in a state where the raw material will reshape to conform to the mold 
selected (Column 5, lines 50-67). 

Regarding Claims 1 1 and 25, Chang shows the process as claimed as 
discussed in the rejection of Claim 10 above, including a method wherein 
injecting raw material into a mold may be accomplished by injection molding 
(Column 5, lines 50-67). 

Regarding Claims 12 and 26, Chang shows the process as claimed as 
discussed in the rejection of Claim 1 above, including a method wherein 
multiple injections includes forcing raw material into the mold for the first 
injection and then forcing a different raw material into the mold or a second 
mold to create the desired nail blank (Column 5, lines 50-67; Column 6, lines 
1-19). 

Regarding Claims 13 and 27, Chang shows the process as claimed as 
discussed in the rejection of Claim 12 above, including a method wherein 
forcing a different raw material into the mold or a second mold includes 



Application/ Control Number: 10/711,019 Page 8 

Art Unit: 1732 

material of the same type but may be distinguished by color or chemical 
properties (Column 5, lines 35-49). 

Regarding Claims 14 and 28, Chang shows the process as claimed as 
discussed in the rejection of Claim 1 above, including a method wherein fusing 
separate mold results into one manufactured nail blank includes the process of 
creating a better mating surface of the first mold by heating and pressure 
bonding so that the raw material will merge into one nail blank results while 
maintaining any desired artistic enhancement (Column 6, lines 1-30; It is 
noted that injection molding processes include application of heat and pressure 
to the molding material.). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent 
to applicant's disclosure. The following patents are cited to further show the 
state of the art with regard to molding multilayer articles in general: 

U.S. Patent 5,968,302 to Gifford 

U.S. Patent 5,908,035 to Carroll et al. 

U.S. Patent 4,805,645 to Schiff et al. 

U.S. Patent 4,587,983 to Wissman et al. 

U.S. Patent 6,382,217 to Coker et al. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Monica A. Huson whose telephone 
number is 571-272-1 198. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday- 
Friday 7:30am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Christina Johnson can be reached on 571-272-1176. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see 
http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the 
Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217- 
9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Monica A Huson 



May 30, 2006 



